






Welcome 

Welcome to the Itasca County Mental Health Court Program. This 

handbook is designed to answer questions, address concerns, and 

provide overall information about the Mental Health Court (MHC) 

Program. As a participant, you will be expected to follow the instructions 

given to you by the Judge, probation officer, mental health case manager 

and comply with the treatment plan developed with you by all approved 

treatment providers. This handbook will detail the expectations of a 

Mental Health Court participant and review general program 

information. It is intended to be a guide for Mental Health Court 

participants within Itasca County. However, some guidelines may vary 

for specific participants at the discretion of the Mental Health Court 

team. All participants are encouraged to share this handbook with family 

and friends. 

The Judge, MHC team, treatment providers, and community 

resources are present to guide and assist you, but the final 

responsibility rests with you. 

lm�ortant Contact Information: 

Probation: Grant Paulson (O) 218-327-7419 (C) 218-360-4893 

Tina Longoria {O) 218-322-2920 (C) 218-910-6816 

UA Line: (218) 327-2816 

Coordinator: 

Case manager: Shannon Bruley (0) 218-327-6706 (C) 218-398-2373 

Assistant County Attorney: Cassidy Villeneuve (0) 218-327-2867 

Defense Attorney: Karl Sundquist (C) 218-290-1663 

You are responsible for all that you consume, including over-the-counter 

medications which may cause urinalysis sample conflicts. This may be 

considered a rule violation. The team can take action to make sure a 

participant is following the medication policy. For example, the team may 

require participants to give all medications to their agent or case manager 

for review or pill counts. 

Phases 

The Itasca County Mental Health Court is a five-phased, highly structured 

program. Length of time varies depending upon your individual progress. 

Each phase consists of specific goals and milestones for transition into 

the next phase. Phase advancement will be the result of you meeting 

your goals as determined by your case plan, specific phase requirements 

and other responsibilities as discussed with your treatment team. If the 

MHC team sees no progress and/or motivation to change, phase 

advancement could be delayed. 

The phase advancement application is to be filled out completely and 

submitted to the team at least 1 week prior. The MHC team will review 

your status and your case plan determination for phase advancement 

based on your performance. 

Incentives 

Incentives are individualized and used to reward positive behavior 

changes and the completion of program requirements. The type of 

incentive will vary depending on the behavior that is being recognized. 

The Mental Health Court Judge will acknowledge your achievements 

during court review hearings. We will also recognize and provide 

incentives for your accomplishments above and beyond program 

requirements. 

Examples of Incentives: 

• Verbal Praise

• Recognition in Court

• Certificate of Achievement

4 9 








